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  The Middletown girls, basketball team remained idle last week, having not played 

a game since January 16, and are scheduled to start back up this week.  Meanwhile, 

the boys team played a pair of games at home and the wrestling team competed in 

a pair of matches.  Games earlier in the week had been postponed or canceled due 

to weather conditions.  Because of re-scheduling all the teams will be busy trying 

to complete regular seasons during the next couple weeks.   

BOYS BASKETBALL  

  The boys team had their six-game winning streak broken last Thursday but got 

back on the winning track on Saturday afternoon at home against visiting 

Susquehanna Township.  With their unbeaten record in division play the Blue 

Raiders were sitting alone in first place in the Capital Division.  The loss came 

against a Lancaster County charter school, while the win came in an overtime 

thriller against the Indians.   

MIDDLETOWN 66, SUSQUEHANNA TOWNSHIP 57 

  On January 29, the Blue Raiders defeated the Indians on their home court in a 69-

55 decision, but this second matchup would prove to be a taller task.  In the first 

game Susquehanna’s top player did not play, but he was suited up for the rematch.  

And, while Kevin Coleman did make a bit of a difference on Thursday for the 

Indians, the grit and determination of the Middletown team came through in the 

extra period as the Blue Raiders pulled out the victory.   

  In the overtime session, which came about due to Coleman making the tying 

point with 4.9 seconds left, the Blue Raiders outscored their guests 11-2 to lock up 

the win.  Foul shooting late in regulation nearly doomed the Raiders who could 

have secured the victory in the late minutes.  Instead with the missed free throws 

the teams were forced to play an extra four-minute, overtime period.   

  The Blue Raiders got off to a good start in the opening quarter and ran out to a 

15-4 lead with 1:42 left.  The Indians picked up a pair of late goals around a basket 

by Tony Powell and made it a 17-9 game heading into the second stanza.  From 

that point on it became a closely played contest.  Susquehanna Township picked up 



its scoring in the second, outpointing the Raiders 22-12 in the frame to take a 31-

29 lead at the halftime break.   

  The home team pulled a reversal in the third quarter, using a 14-6 scoring edge to 

forge a 43-37 lead at the end of three periods.  The Middletown squad charged 

ahead 48-40 with an 8-3 run to open the fourth on goals by Tymir Jackson, Tate 

Leach and Tajae Broadie. But the Indians rallied and made it a two-point game, 

54-52 with 1:51 left.  And that was when the woes at the free throw line denied the 

Raiders from locking up the win.  The Raiders made just 1 of 8 down the stretch. 

Lemar Lester scored on a drive with 1:25 left and Coleman made just one of two 

foul shots to tie the score at 55-55.   

  Susquehanna took the lead 45 seconds into overtime, but the hustling Raiders, 

keyed by solid defensive work, went back-to-back on buckets by Broadie and Tony 

Powell to pick up the go-ahead points. Then, with 1:20 left, Coleman was whistled 

for his fifth foul and was called for a technical foul as he protested.  Freshman 

Tyson Leach became a hero as he calmly sank both free throws, T.J. Daniels 

scored from the baseline following a Susquehanna miss and added a foul shot for a 

64-57 lead, and then iced the victory with a steal and drive to the basket with 29 

seconds left.  

  Broadie led all scorers with 25 points, Powell had 15 and Daniels recorded 12 in 

the win.  Jackson, the team’s leading scorer, had an off night with just 4.     

LA ACADEMIA 55, MIDDLETOWN 53 

  Earlier in the week the Blue Raiders hosted La Academia Partnership Charter 

School out of Lancaster and saw their previous winning streak ended at the final 

buzzer in the non-league contest. Reserve player Eliyah Gantt scored his only 

points of the game, hitting the winning shot with no time on the clock to give the 

Panthers the win.   

  With no practice time due to the weather shutdown of the school the Blue Raiders 

appeared to be a bit rusty from the layoff and just could not put the visiting 

Panthers away.  The guests shot extremely well in the game, getting 30 of their 

points from three-point range.   

  The Raiders led 19-17 at the end of the first period, trailed 31-29 at halftime and 

held a 43-40 lead after three quarters of action.  But the three-point bombs by the 

Panthers in the final frame kept La Academia even in the last 8 minutes as the 

home team nursed its slim lead.  Tony Powell’s basket off a T.J. Daniels’ assist 



with 1:42 left edged the Raiders to a 53-52 lead, but a costly turnover following a 

Panthers’ miscue at 1:28 led to the final conclusion.  After a foul call against the 

Middletown defense on a scramble for a loose ball, the Panthers inbounded with 

just 0.5 on the clock.  Gantt slipped uncovered into the left corner and launched the 

game winner as time ran out.  The shot counted and the guests walked off with the 

two-point win.  Jackson had a game-high 20 points in the loss while Powell added 

13.   

WRESTLING 

  Middletown wrestling coach Daniel Riggs is still dealing with roster shortages, 

which are keeping his team out of contention on the mats.  While some other area 

teams are also feeling the effects as well, forfeits have crippled the Blue Raiders 

each week.  The Raiders suffered a pair of losses last week, which also saw its 

scheduled Tri-Meet reduced to just two teams.   

UPPER DAUPHIN 75, MIDDLETOWN 0 

  On Friday at home the Raiders were dealt a humbling shutout by a very solid 

Upper Dauphin team.  The Raiders were forced to forfeit matches at 120, 126, 138, 

145, 152 and 172 and wrestled in just 7 weight classes.  The best matchup came at 

215 where Matt Mitchell lost a 6-0 decision to Dillon Johns.  In the other weights 

all were decided by pins. Sam Miller at 106, Chance Sweeny at 113, Rha’Kye 

Wise at 132, Vince Corradi at 160, Ayden Miller at 189 and Sebastian Dash at 285 

all fell victims to the Trojans’ superior wrestlers.   

WEST YORK 28, MIDDLETOWN 15 

  The match at West York on Saturday morning turned out to be more competitive 

for the Blue Raiders.  At 189 Ayden Miller pinned Seamus McNicholas to get the 

Raiders first points.  Matt Mitchell was awarded a forfeit at 285 and Chance 

Sweeny decisioned Matt Conde 4-0 at 113.  Wise lost at 113 and there were no 

matches at 138, 145 and 152.  After Vince Corradi lost at 160, there was another 

no match at 172.  Miller’s win made it a 12-6 score, but Dash lost a major decision 

at 215. The Raiders forfeited at 285, there was no match at 120 and the Raiders 

again forfeited a 126, handing the Bulldogs the 28-15 win.             

 


